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Introduction to the Children Morning Post

Well into the Western New Year, it is time for the Morning Tears children and all 
of us at Morning Tears to wish everyone a prosperous New Year. 

The Chinese Lunar New Year is like Christmas for the Morning Tears children. 
Christmas is not really celebrated in the Project, but we are looking forward to 
the Chinese Lunar New Year and all the celebrations that it brings. We will be 
looking forward to sharing this wonderful tradition with you in the next edition. 

Only a few more weeks till the winter break, which means only a few more 
weeks of homework. Wondering what our morning tears children think of 
homework? Have a look below – you will not be surprised to see that they think 
like any other children! 

Speaking of homework, our children love to do their homework outside! Rain 
or shine (almost), so we had to make a few minor adjustments in the new homes 
being built making sure the children can actually do their homework outside. 
No need to worry as they do have the option of sitting inside with proper tables 
and chairs and, most importantly, in the warmth of the home. But sometimes it 
is more fun to sit outside. You may know from your own children that whatever 
it takes to get homework done will be done.

We tell you a lot about the children in our homes. They are the children that you 
so kindly support. Are you wondering what happens to the young adults 
Morning Tears supports? We are happy that we can share with you the story of 
Xiao Mei and her endeavors into the world of baking. 

As always we appreciate your comments allowing us to improve the Children 
Morning Post – do not hesitate to contact us. 

Signe Kuhl 
Global Community Sponsor Coordinator 

Signe.kuhl@morningtears.org 
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The Coming Home Project anno 2014

Recently with the addition of the new family units at the Coming Home Project in 
Zhengzhou we have been able to welcome more children. In the past we have 
received mostly girls, but now this trend has changed and many new boys are 
welcomed into the home. 

As a rule, the children arriving in the Come Home Project are all from Henan Prov-
ince due to the proximity of the local prisons and extended family. However, in 
2013, we did welcome a girl into our home from a neighboring province, as her half 
siblings (all living in Henan) are all living in our homes. We strive to keep siblings 
together allowing them to benefit from the closeness and comfort in having some-
one you know close by. 

Current numbers
Total: 49 children
New children: 13
Children who left: 6
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Homework – it has to be done and few like it

1 What do you think of homework?

Xue: ”teacher want us have a good score”
Wang: ”it can make us understand clearly what we’ve learned”
Liu: ”let us good study”
Xaio Mei: ”remember what we’ve learned”
Ling Ling: ”teacher is for us to enter a good school”

2 How much homework do you do daily?

Xue: ”homework is too much”
Wang: ”too much homework and too many exams, would be good if 
only write the one I love” 
Liu: ”homework of Chinese, math and English are too much, why PE 
no homework?” 
Xiao Mei: ”some of homework we have to write 5 times”
Ling Ling: ”I don’t think homework is lots”

How many of us like/liked to do our homework? 

The thoughts below may be very similar to what is believed 
internationally when asking any child around the globe. 
For the most part, the Morning Tears children are doing 
well at school considering it is a competitive environment 
especially when you do not start at the same starting block. 

We were told by the social worker in the home that for 
some reason our children either perform extremely well 
academically or they are almost at a failing point. We 
seem not to have any children in the medium range. 
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5 What is the most difficult homework you do?

Xue: ”punished by teacher to copy text for many times” 
Wang: ”punished by teacher to copy text for many times”
Liu: ”If you haven’t talent, then drawing is most difficult” 
Xiao Mei: ”English is most difficult, since I’m always wrong on spelling 
the words” 
Ling Ling: ”English is most difficult, since the letters are too much and 
the  pronunciation is difficult”

3 Which subject in school is your favorite?

Xue jy: ”Chinese”
Wang ys: ”math”
Liu: ”PE”
Xiao Mei: ”math”
Ling Ling: ”science” 

4 If you did not have to do your homework what would you be doing?

Xue: ”play for fun, rope skipping” 
Wang: ”reading”
Liu: ”play games, ping-pong”
Xiao Mei: ”ping-pong”
Ling Ling: ”play games – reng sha bao” (throw small sand bag) 
and “tiao fangzi” (jump box)
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Xiao Mei studying to become a baker

 

Morning Tears is working together with another organization called Shanghai Youth 
Bakers. They offer a program for less privileged youth giving them a chance to succeed 
in life. Because of this program Xiao Mei is now training to become a baker. 

There are many young adults who apply for this program and because of Xiao Mei’s 
dedication and motivation she is now enrolled in an intensive baking training 
program. 

She will receive training in diverse fields including communication, English language, 
finances and management as well as participate in internships in international hotels. 

All this studying is hopefully one day 
going to allow our children to pick a 
profession they love. 
Xiao Mei has a dream of becoming a 
baker and this is not a far reach for 
her.
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Recent and upcoming events at the Coming Home Project

On November 7th, children went to visit their parent in PingYuan - , 
Henan 2nd – and Henan Female prisons. 

Congratulations to Lao Wu for getting excellent results in school and re-
ceiving an honor certificate! 

The local schools invited to a “parent/teacher” meeting.

In December, officials from Zhengzhou Charity Federation inspected the 
Coming Home Project and said that Morning Tears is doing a great and 
efficient job for children of convicts.

There were a few visits in December. The Belgian Ambassador to China 
H.E, Michel Malherbe, visited with a delegation from the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs. He spoke with the staff and the children leaving impressed 
by the work being done. As an early Christmas gift (although not really 
celebrated) the Ambassador brought food and books. 

More gifts and fun arrived with the Australian Shanghai Association. They 
spent time at the home they are supporting, “Yu Tong”, and realized that 
many of the children whom they have supported for a few years are be-
coming young 
teenagers.
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The Teacher in My Mind
Someday, the indelible dream in my mind 
will become true. I will become a teacher, 
and dedicate my whole life.

During the period of attending school, I 
have met a lot of teachers. In my mind, in 
primary, schoolteachers are very strict; the 
teachers in junior middle school are very 
easy-going; the teachers in senior mid-
dle school are my good friends. Among so 
many teachers, the class adviser Mr. Wu 
left me with a deep impression. 

When I first came into the classroom of 
class 2, grade 1, I heard that our class ad-
viser was a man, and I was not glad about 
that. Mr. Wu taught us physics. In the 
first class, he told us: “From now on, we 
are going to understand each other. You 
understand me, and I understand you.” 
His brilliant opening remarks shocked me 
deeply.

Continuation of Zhang Xiang Yu’s Diary

For many years a Morning Tears child, now an adult, she has kept a diary of her 
memories of growing up as a Morning Tears child. This includes her thoughts, 

struggles, insecurities, happy moments, friendships, and poems, all of which she has 
allowed us to share with you in parts.
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that Mr. Wu was a dependable and ear-

nest teacher. No matter when I came into 

his office, I could see he was preparing 

lessons or checking our homework. He 

always told us “silence is golden”, “actions 

speak louder than words”. His favorite 

maxim was what Wen Yiduo said, “Oth-

er people speak before they act, while I 

act before I speak; other people may not 

do what they have said, but I may not 

have said what I have done.” 

When I was a child, I had a dream to 

become a teacher. After 15 years, I deep-

ly understood the meaning of being a 

teacher. Campus is a pure land. I want to 

be a good teacher in this pure land.

Someday, the indelible dream in my 

mind will become true. I will become a 

teacher, and dedicate my whole life.

Please note the next editions of the Children Morning Post will be issued 
in May and September 2014 
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